
THE BOOKER PRIZES: 
A completely unimpeachable tier list (2010 – 2025)

Dan Foulds-Holt

The rules:
I will rank each of the last 16 booker prize winning books (two won in 2019) 
on a tier list. If the winning book is in a series, the first book in the series is
substituted in. e.g. ‘The Testaments’ 
won in 2019, I instead read ‘The 
Handmaids Tale’. 

As I am sure you will realise, these 
tiers are based off objective truth, not 
something as fickle as opinion.
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Best of the best, must read

Great read, strong recommend 

Pleasurable read, soft recommend

Perhaps not worth picking up

I did not enjoy

DEFINING OUR TIERS
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ORBITAL – 2024
SAMANTHA HARVEY

Reading notes:
• Short
• Light on the plot
• Atmospheric
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ORBITAL – 2024
SAMANTHA HARVEY

Reading notes:
• Short
• Light on the plot
• Atmospheric

QUINTESSENTIAL 
B TIER
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PROPHET SONG – 2023
PAUL LYNCH

Reading notes:
• Dark
• Political commentary
• Fast paced
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PROPHET SONG – 2023
PAUL LYNCH

Reading notes:
• Dark
• Political commentary
• Fast paced

A TIER
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THE SEVEN MOONS OF 
MAALI AMEIDA – 2022
SHEHAN KARUNATILAKA

Reading notes:
• Sri Lankan history
• Conflict
• Slow start
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THE SEVEN MOONS OF 
MAALI AMEIDA – 2022
SHEHAN KARUNATILAKA

Reading notes:
• Sri Lankan history
• Conflict 
• Slow start

A TIER
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THE PROMISE – 2021
DAMON GALGUT

Reading notes:
• South Africa in flux
• Family strife 
• Reparations (?)



S

D

C

A

B

THE PROMISE – 2021
DAMON GALGUT

Reading notes:
• South Africa in flux
• Family strife 
• Reparations (?)

C TIER
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SHUGGIE BAIN – 2020
DOUGLAS STUART

Reading notes:
• Poverty & addition
• Coming of age
• Scottish!
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SHUGGIE BAIN – 2020
DOUGLAS STUART

Reading notes:
• Poverty & addition
• Coming of age
• Scottish!

A TIER
BEST BOOK!
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GIRL, WOMAN, 
OTHER - 2019
BERNADINE EVARISTO

Reading notes:
• Anthology
• Belonging
• Race
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GIRL, WOMAN, 
OTHER - 2019
BERNADINE EVARISTO

Reading notes:
• Anthology
• Belonging
• Race

A TIER
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THE HANDMAID’S 
TALE† - 2019
MARGARET ATWOOD

Reading notes:
• Oppression
• Dystopia
• Super super clever

†Replacing ‘The Testaments’.
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THE HANDMAID’S 
TALE† - 2019
MARGARET ATWOOD

Reading notes:
• Oppression
• Dystopia
• Super super clever

S TIER
OF COURSE

†Replacing ‘The Testaments’.
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MILKMAN - 2018
ANNA BURNS

Reading notes:
• Claustrophobic
• Sectarian tension
• Challenging writing style
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MILKMAN - 2018
ANNA BURNS

Reading notes:
• Claustrophobic
• Sectarian tension
• Challenging writing style

D TIER
SORRY, TOO 

CHALLENGING 
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LINCON IN THE 
BARDO - 2017
GEORGE SAUNDERS

Reading notes:
• Ensemble cast
• Snapshots of America
• Death
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LINCON IN THE 
BARDO - 2017
GEORGE SAUNDERS

Reading notes:
• Ensemble cast
• Snapshots of America
• Death

B TIER
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THE SELLOUT - 2016
PAUL BEATTY

Reading notes:
• Satire
• Race
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THE SELLOUT - 2016
PAUL BEATTY

Reading notes:
• Satire
• Race

B TIER
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
SEVEN KILLINGS - 2015
MARLON JAMES

Reading notes:
• BIG (a true epic)
• Violent gang conflict
• Jamaican politics



S

D

C

A

B

A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
SEVEN KILLINGS - 2015
MARLON JAMES

Reading notes:
• BIG (a true epic)
• Violent gang conflict
• Jamaican politics

A TIER
SLOW START BUT 

GREAT FUN!
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THE NARROW ROAD TO 
THE DEEP NORTH - 2014
RICHARD FLANAGAN

Reading notes:
• War (POW camp)
• What keeps you going?
• Surviving is hard
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THE NARROW ROAD TO 
THE DEEP NORTH - 2014
RICHARD FLANAGAN

Reading notes:
• War (POW camp)
• What keeps you going?
• Surviving is hard

S TIER
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THE LUMINARIES - 2013
ELEANOR CATTON

Reading notes:
• Long (fr so long)
• Detective vibes
• NZ gold rush (what?)
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THE LUMINARIES - 2013
ELEANOR CATTON

Reading notes:
• Long (fr so long)
• Detective vibes
• NZ gold rush (what?)

A TIER
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WOLF HALL† - 2012
HILARY MANTEL

Reading notes:
• Historical fiction
• Political manoeuvring
• Like kinda true?

†Replacing ‘Bring Up the Bodies’.
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WOLF HALL† - 2012
HILARY MANTEL

Reading notes:
• Historical fiction
• Political manoeuvring
• Like kinda true?

A TIER

†Replacing ‘Bring Up the Bodies’.
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THE SENSE OF AN 
ENDING - 2011
JULIAN BARNES

Reading notes:
• Perception vs truth
• Detective-y
• Short!
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THE SENSE OF AN 
ENDING - 2011
JULIAN BARNES

Reading notes:
• Perception vs truth
• Detective-y
• Short!

S TIER
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THE FINKLER 
QUESTION - 2010
HOWARD JACOBSON

Reading notes:
• Identity / belonging
• Greif & community
• Being Jewish in today’s 

climate 
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THE FINKLER 
QUESTION - 2010
HOWARD JACOBSON

Reading notes:
• Identity / belonging
• Greif & community
• Being Jewish in today’s 

climate 

D TIER
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THE FINAL RANKING!
(2024-2010)
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THE FINAL RANKING!
(2024-2010)

0 1 2 3 4 5
Tier

1

2

3

4

5

6#

𝝁 = 𝟑. 𝟔 ± 𝟎. 𝟑 tiers
𝝈 = 𝟏. 𝟏 ± 𝟎. 𝟔 tiers

I know what you’re thinking. 
Yes, of course I fitted the 
Gaussian!



S

D

C

A

B

THE FINAL RANKING!
(2024-2010)
+ EXTRAS

20
25
!

19
89
!

THANK YOU!
HAPPY READING! 


