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Why create & share news?
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• press release, web news story, social media

• press coverage: Times, BBC Newsround, BBC 
Focus (magazine), Scotsman and Metro.

Heavens need environmental 
protection like Earth

3D-printed chip showing body’s 
reaction to drugs could end need for 
animal tests

• contacted by 
industry interested 
in developing new 
systems 

• TED talk

• 30 enquiries



What we require from researchers

• Simple language for general readers – 2 paragraphs

• Important facts/results first

• Key background information & stats

• Who, what, where, when, why, how?

• Lively quotes from key people

• Images – capture the public’s imagination



Social media

Communication channels

Newsletters/email & digital screens & blog 



Successful content



Successful content 



Successful content  

• staff
• science community
• current students
• prospective students
• prospective staff
• alumni
• general public 
• industry  

Audience  

• narrative structure

• give information a personal touch

• real-life scenario 

• linked to a current problem

• avoid using tricky

terminologies 

• explain things in everyday 

accessible language 

Storytelling Language  



Questions

Caroline Keir: caroline.keir@ed.ac.uk

mailto:caroline.keir@ed.ac.uk

